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The Western Hemisphere remains both a key consumer and provider of energy 
resources and energy security poses a critical challenge for nations of the hemisphere. 
But with the increased importance of climate issues, countries have additional 
challenges. Economic development and job creation efforts today must also consider 
environmental impacts. Shared challenges and opportunities also provide the region with 
an impetus for a new phase of dialogue, cooperation and collaboration. 

Meeting in April in Trinidad & Tobago for the Fifth Summit of the Americas, leaders of 
the hemisphere underscored their interest and commitment to renewed efforts focused 
on energy and climate change cooperation.  Indeed, there was near unanimous consent 
that ensuring energy security, promoting alternative energy resources and acting in 
unison to confront the effects of global climate change are among the greatest 
challenges facing our community of nations. 

Moreover, the Port of Spain Summit Declaration, Article 56, clearly spelled out a vision 
for renewed collaboration. The Summit language called for efforts to “develop 
cooperation strategies” and expectations as to “the development of an implementation 
plan for this initiative.” 

President Barack Obama went further and announced the United States’ interest in 
developing an “Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas” as a new concept to 
address shared challenges and opportunities. The concept aimed to “harness existing 
cooperation and new activities to a Hemispheric vision and reflect each participants’ 
unique contributions, capabilities and interests.” 

Hemispheric leaders also called for a meeting in Lima, Peru aimed at developing next 
steps for the proposed partnership. Together with the U.S. Department of Energy, 
Government of Peru and many other important collaborators, the Institute of the 
Americas organized the “Americas Energy & Climate Symposium” on June 15 & 16 in 
Lima as the important first follow-up step after April’s Summit of the Americas; the Lima 
symposium to be the first meeting to define a new chapter in hemispheric energy and 
climate cooperation.

The “Symposium” held in Lima proved that the call for such a gathering is occurring at a 
critical time for the hemisphere. Almost 300 participants from 22 countries attended 



the symposium and the audience was comprised of a wide range of representatives from 
government, industry, academia and civil society.  In addition to the participation of four 
ministers of energy from the region (Peru, Chile, Honduras and Haiti), U.S. Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu delivered a video message while U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
Energy David Sandalow attended the Symposium and gave a keynote presentation on 
Low Carbon Energy Pathways. Several heads of the region’s most influential multilateral 
organizations also spoke about the energy and climate challenges facing the Western 
Hemisphere. Among the speakers were Enrique Garcia, president of the Corporacion 
Andina de Fomento (CAF), Carlos Florez of OLADE, Jose Felix Garcia of ARPEL and 
Gabriel Arguello of CIER. 

Emphasized in Port of Spain and underscored in Lima, the complete marriage of the twin 
issues of energy and climate dominated the two-day Symposium. How to simultaneously 
address the twin issues indeed became ground zero in the discussions and led to many 
important ideas, possibilities and recommendations.  

Clearly, many of the participating nations and their speakers came to Lima prepared to 
make announcements and propose policy recommendations, as had been the intent of 
convening the Symposium. And sprinkled throughout their remarks were recurring calls 
for furthering technology transfer across the hemisphere and the need for progress on 
harmonizing standards for buildings and appliances. Indeed, one fairly simple step that 
was posited by most speakers was to - at a regional level - deepen the exchange of 
information and sharing of “lessons learned” and “best practices” particularly as it 
pertains to the so-called low hanging fruit of energy efficiency and conservation. 

Among the additional proposals announced were a Low Carbon Communities Program 
proposed by the United States during Secretary Chu’s video remarks and aimed at 
reducing the carbon footprint of urban communities in the region. Ambassador André 
Amado, Under Secretary for Energy and Technology at Brazil’s Foreign Ministry 
proposed a Sustainable Urban Development model that would draw from diverse 
experiences such as its own in Curitiba, as well as Colombia, Chile and the U.S. city of 
New Orleans. And Mexico’s Under Secretary for Energy Planning and Technology 
Development, Jordy Herrera, proposed a “Green Fund” for the hemisphere that would 
finance projects such as the purchase of new, energy-efficient appliances and incentivize 
“technology transfer” across the region. 

The United States Department of Energy and Peru’s Ministry of Energy and Mines also 
used the occasion of the Symposium to announce the development of a Regional Energy 
Efficiency Center in Peru while the United States Department of Energy and Chile’s 
Ministry of Energy announced the intention to sign an agreement the following week 
(June 23) in Washington, DC during Chilean President Michele Bachelet’s visit to the 
capital aimed at the creation of a Regional Renewable Energy Center in Chile. The Chile 
Renewable Energy Center will focus its work on developments in clean technologies and 
global best practices in renewable energy.  The Center’s primary goal will be as an 
information clearing house and clean energy catalyst with the purpose of gathering and 



disseminating information across Chile and eventually the entire region with the ultimate 
aim of furthering the development and implementation of clean energy technologies.  

While the “Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas” and its evolving structure 
and framework continue to be primarily the province of government in the region, the 
role of the private sector and private industry is critical for a plurality of opinions and 
perspectives. To that end, the Symposium created two private sector panels – one at 
the end of each day – with the aim of allowing space and time for industry 
representatives to respond to proposals and concepts tabled by the preceding 
government-dominated panels.

In large measure, the messages of the private sector were positive and many spoke of 
their good will and disposition to support the ideas set forth in the preceding sessions 
vis-à-vis energy and climate policy initiatives across the region. Industry also 
underscored that the region’s energy matrix was - and for many years to come going to 
be - one that relied on fossil fuels. Indeed, across the two panels a range of speakers 
made it abundantly clear that the challenges of an “energy transition” were great and the 
timeline should be thought of in decades not years. Moreover, private sector 
representatives discussed the need and importance for clear and stable rules for the 
development of energy sources across the region and particularly renewables.

In sum, Lima created a great deal of additional momentum for enhanced collaboration 
and cooperation across the region on energy and climate issues.  Representatives from 
countries as diverse as Brazil, Canada, Chile, Belize, Guyana, Haiti, and Argentina 
expressed support for a flexible, region-wide energy and climate partnership based on 
the concept first set forth at the Summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago. There 
were several concrete initiatives unveiled in Lima, and a fairly important range of new 
ideas set forth. Yet, how best to harness the momentum and continue to keep a diverse 
coterie of participants engaged remains the number one challenge and opportunity over 
the coming weeks and months for policy makers in Washington, DC. 
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Lima, Peru 
Sheraton Hotel & Convention Center 

Host:
Government of Peru, Ministry of Energy and Mines 

Organized by: 
Institute of the Americas

Collaborators:
Organization of American States (OAS) 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada
Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE) 

U.S. Department of Energy 
U.S. Department of State

Regional Association of Oil and Natural Gas Companies 
in Latin America & Caribbean (ARPEL)

Caribbean Central American Action (CCAA) 

BACKGROUND
On April 17-19, leaders from across the Western Hemisphere met in Port of Spain, 
Trinidad & Tobago for the Fifth Summit of the Americas.  During the course of the 
weekend Summit, hemispheric leaders agreed that ensuring energy security, promoting 
alternative energy resources and acting in unison to confront the effects of global climate 
change are among the greatest challenges facing our community of nations. One of the 
proposals to emerge from the discussions in Trinidad & Tobago focused on ways to 
increase cooperation and collaboration in the hemisphere; a framework for an “Energy 
and Climate Partnership of the Americas.”   

This event in Lima, Peru will be the first follow-on step to bring policy makers - and the 
private sector - together to discuss possible areas of cooperation and collaboration on the 
most critical energy issues facing our hemisphere and next steps. Specifically, the pillars 
for discussion and enhanced cooperation, and the key themes for this meeting, are: 
Energy Efficiency; Renewable Energy; Fossil Fuels; Energy Infrastructure; and, Energy 
Poverty. Indeed, this event is designed to further the important dialogue that began in 
Port of Spain and that requires elaboration in order to gain a diversity of perspectives on 
the energy and climate panorama for the Western Hemisphere and how policy makers 



from across the region view the key challenges, solutions and, most importantly, 
opportunities for collaboration. The objective of this meeting in Lima is to begin to 
identify concrete next steps for energy and climate cooperation in the Western 
Hemisphere.  

AGENDA

Sunday, June 14, 2009 

4:30 – 6:30 Caribbean & Central American Pre-Symposium Roundtable 

Monday, June 15, 2009 

7:00 – 8:00 Registration and Breakfast 

8:15 – 8:45 Opening Remarks & Host Country Welcome 
Jeffrey Davidow, President, Institute of the Americas 
Pedro Sánchez, Minister of Energy and Mines of Peru  
David Sandalow, Assistant Secretary of Energy, Office of 
Policy and International Affairs, United States Department of 
Energy
Steven Chu, Secretary of Energy of the United States (By 
Video)

8:45 – 10:15 Keynote Presentations
Building a Hemispheric Energy and Climate Partnership: From the 
Summit to the Symposium 

Hector Morales, United States Ambassador to the 
Organization of American States (OAS) 
Jordy Herrera, Under Secretary for Energy Planning and 
Technological Development of Mexico  
Andre Amado, Under Secretary for Energy and High 
Technology, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil 
Altino Ventura Filho, Secretary of Planning, Ministry of Mines 
and Energy of Brazil 
Julio Cesar Vera Diaz, Vice Minister of Mines and Energy of 
Colombia
Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for Integral Development, 
Organization of American States (OAS) 

10:15 – 10:30 Coffee Break  

10:30 – 12:00 Energy Efficiency
Explore the possible areas for cooperation to develop improved energy 
efficiency standards for the building and transportation sectors as well as 
harmonized energy labeling and appliance standards.  What opportunities 
exist to reduce demand for energy throughout the Americas while 
continuing to fuel economic and social development?   



Facilitator 
Carlos Florez Piedrahita, Executive Secretary, OLADE 

  Expert Presenter 
Marco Antonio Nieto, Director, Comisión Nacional para el Uso 
Eficiente de la Energía (CONUEE) of México 

  Roundtable: Perspectives & Responses 
Daniel Camac, Vice Minister of Energy of Peru 
Andrés Romero, Executive Director, National Energy 
Efficiency Program, National Energy Commission of Chile
Freddy Nuñez, Director of Energy Conservation, National 
Energy Commission, Dominican Republic  
Gloria Villa de la Portilla, Director, Energy Division, Ministry 
of Environment, Energy and Telecommunications of Costa 
Rica

12:00 – 1:30 Keynote Speech & Lunch  
Enrique Garcia, President, Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF)

1:30 – 3:00 Renewable Energy
The Western Hemisphere has abundant renewable energy resources that 
offer the potential for diversification of energy matrices while supporting 
environmental sustainability and dealing with climate change.  What 
collaborative tools may be deployed to help the Americas further develop 
this potential?   

  Facilitator 
Leandro Alves, Energy Division Chief, Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB)  

  Expert Presenter 
Marcelo Tokman, Minister of Energy of Chile  

  Roundtable: Perspectives & Responses 
Pablo Cisneros, Under Secretary for Energy Policy and 
Planning, Ministry of Electricity and Renewable Energy 
of Ecuador
Luis Beuret, Under Secretary for Electric Energy of 
Argentina
Marcia Forbes, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Energy of Jamaica 

3:00 – 3:30 Coffee Break 

3:30 – 4:30 Achieving Low Carbon Energy Pathways
As the world prepares for climate change negotiations in Copenhagen, the 
region faces numerous challenges and opportunities associated with the 
energy sector.  Are there common approaches that may be highlighted 
through a collaborative framework to enhance the efficacy of climate 
mitigation alternatives?  



Facilitator 
Mark Lambrides, Division Chief, Energy and Climate Change 
Mitigation, Organization of American States (OAS)

  Expert Presenter 
David Sandalow, Assistant Secretary of Energy, Office of 
Policy and International Affairs, United States Department of 
Energy

  Roundtable: Perspectives & Responses 
Julio Cesar Vera Diaz, Vice Minister of Mines and Energy of 
Colombia
Jordy Herrera, Under Secretary for Energy Planning and 
Technological Development of Mexico  
Odeen Ishmael, Ambassador of Guyana to Venezuela 

4:30 – 5:30 Private Sector Panel
Reflecting on the presentations and insights from regional representatives, 
the private sector will provide feedback on partnership initiatives related 
to energy efficiency, renewables, and reducing the region’s carbon 
footprint.

  Roundtable: Perspectives & Responses 
Carlos St. James, President, Argentine Renewable Energies 
Chamber (CADER) 
Manlio Alessi, Chief Business Developer, Andes Countries, 
GDF Suez 
João Gomes Pereira, Marketing Director, 
Schlumberger
Javier Sanchez, Regional Manager, Latin America 
North, OSIsoft, Inc. 
Paloma Sarria, Origination Manager for the Andean 
Region, EcoSecurities 

Tuesday, June 16, 2009 

8:00 – 9:00 Continental Breakfast 

9:00 – 10:30 Fossil Fuels
The Americas count tremendous opportunities and growing challenges 
associated with conventional fossil fuels.  How can innovative 
partnerships and technology maximize the efficiency of fossil fuel use 
while mitigating the environmental impacts, reducing conventional 
pollution as well as the carbon footprint associated with their use?  How 
can the region unleash its huge hydrocarbon potential in a manner 
commensurate with today’s climate backdrop? 

Facilitator 
Hugo Altomonte, Energy Division Chief, CEPAL 



  Expert Presenter 
Gustavo Navarro, Director General for Hydrocarbons, 
Ministry of Energy and Mines, Peru

  Roundtable: Perspectives & Responses 
Kevin Stringer, Director General of Petroleum Resources, 
Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) 
Paul Flowers, Strategic Planning and Policy Advisor, Ministry 
of Natural Resources and the Environment of Belize 
José Felix García, Executive Secretary, Regional Association of 
Oil and Natural Gas Companies in Latin America & 
Caribbean (ARPEL) 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break  

11:00 – 12:30 Enhancing the Region’s Energy Infrastructure
Strengthening the energy infrastructure of the Western Hemisphere – 
particularly power lines and pipelines – may substantially increase the 
security and reliability of the sector across the region.  How can countries 
of the region best foster modernized and more resilient critical energy 
infrastructure and what new initiatives may be undertaken to strengthen 
the region’s interconnections?    

Facilitator 
Philippe Benoit, Sector Manager for Energy, Latin America & 
Caribbean, World Bank 

  Expert Presenter 
Gabriel Argüello, President, Regional Energy 
Integration Commission (CIER) 

  Roundtable: Perspectives & Responses 
Edwin Quintanilla, General Manager, OSINERGMIN of Peru 
Mark Pearson, Director General, External Relations, Natural 
Resources Canada (NRCan) 
Javier Manzanares, Investment and Development Bank 
Manager, Central American Bank for Economic Integration 
(CABEI)

12:30 – 2:00 Lunch 

2:00 – 3:30 Energy as a Tool for Poverty Alleviation
Improving energy services to the region’s poorest citizens continues to be 
a pressing challenge; fuel wood dependency of many of the region’s poor 
for energy is both inefficient and a health risk. Expanding energy access 
may be achieved through a combination of conventional and alternative 
energy solutions.  What are the best practices to achieving the region’s 
energy access goals and how can partnerships be designed to maximize 
their impact?   



Facilitator 
Alba Gamarra, Director, Information Center for Renewable 
Energy (CINER)

  Expert Presenter 
Richard Grinnell, International Vice President, HELPS 
International & Member of “Partnership for Clean 
Indoor Air”

  Roundtable: Perspectives & Responses 
Tomás Vaquero, Secretary of Natural Resources and 
Environment of Honduras  
Jacques Gabriel, Minister of Public Works, 
Transportation and Communication of Haiti 
Ramón Méndez, National Energy Director, Ministry of 
Industry, Energy and Mining of Uruguay 
Marisa Quiñones, Advisor to the Vice Minister for 
Environmental Management, Ministry of Environment 
of Peru 

3:30 – 4:00 Coffee Break  

4:00 – 5:00 Private Sector Panel
Reflecting on the presentations and insights from regional representatives, 
the private sector will provide feedback on partnership initiatives related 
to hydrocarbons, investing in and enhancing the energy infrastructure, and 
alleviating poverty. 

  Facilitator 
Jeremy M. Martin, Director, Energy Program, Institute of the 
Americas

  Roundtable: Perspectives & Responses 
José Carlos Armas, Director, NEOGas Perú 
Milton Costa Filho, President, Regional Association of Oil and 
Natural Gas Companies in Latin America & Caribbean 
(ARPEL)
Alvaro Ríos Roca, Director, Gas Energy Latin America  
Katharine Fierro, Country Manager, World Alliance 
for Decentralized Energy (WADE)  
Alberto Barandiaran, Civil Society Representative from Peru

5:00 – 5:30 Symposium Wrap Up & Next Steps 
Jeffrey Davidow, President, Institute of the Americas 
Pedro Sánchez, Minister of Energy & Mines, Peru 
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1 See Annex 1: “Preparing for a Hemispheric Energy and Climate Agenda”.



SECTION 1: REPORT ON THE SUB REGIONAL ROUNDTABLE

Issue 1: Coordinating Local and Regional Legislation, Standards, and Policies

The Local Level:

The Regional Level:
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Challenges:

Issue 2: Improving Infrastructure
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Challenges:

Issue 3: Promoting Private Public Partnerships



Issue 4: Building Capacity, Creating Awareness, and Fostering Research and
Development
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SECTION 2:

Symposium discussions affecting energy policy in the Caribbean and Central
Am icer a:



ANNEX 1

Preparing for a Hemispheric Energy & Climate Agenda:
Understanding Issues Affecting Central America and the Caribbean

Americas Energy and Climate Symposium
Lima, Peru

June 15 16, 2009

Caribbean Central American Action (CCAA) has partnered with organizers of the Americas Energy and
Climate Symposium AECS) to host a Sub Regional Roundtable for representatives of the countries of Central
America and the Caribbean. This Roundtable will address the main issues and concerns of the participating
governments in advancing towards a hemispheric energy and climate agenda.

CCAA recognizes that the countries of Central America and the Caribbean have consistently remained net
importers of fossil fuels to supply their energy needs. Reports from the International Energy Agency and
others have maintained that fossil fuels will continue to be the major source of energy for years to come,
but it has also become a fact that such dependence on fossil fuels is not sustainable for these regional
economies or for their environment. With the recent volatility in global oil prices and growing concerns of
climate change, the small economies of Central America and the Caribbean are faced with a particular set of
challenges in addressing sustainable energy supply security in the future.

Although both Central America and the Caribbean have made significant advances in their economies and
energy programs, a hemispheric partnership will require that the region address framework issues in order
to help pave the path towards a common energy and climate agenda. This Roundtable will help speak to
some of those issues by providing a forum for dialogue in which Central American and Caribbean
representatives can voice their vision and their concerns for regional and hemispheric energy policies at a
time when energy security seems uncertain. The Roundtable will do so by following three principal goals:

1) To bring together the delegations from the countries of Central American and the Caribbean to
meet on major themes surrounding a hemispheric energy agenda,

2) To bring special focus on the needs and nuances of the smaller economies as it relates to energy
security, diversification and partnerships, and

3) To develop an agenda for a follow up Symposium specific to these countries, currently planned for
September 2009.

1 | CCAA Sub Regional Roundtable, Americas Energy & Climate Symposium June 14, 2009



Addressing Regional Challenges

While Central America and the Caribbean have significant geographic differences, an isthmus versus islands,
they share common difficulties as related to the creation and enforcement of local and regional energy
policies, their dependence on fossil fuels, energy efficiency and lack of infrastructure. This document
outlines a number of areas where advances can be made in order to successfully engage in the proposed
Energy Partnership of the Americas.

1. Coordinating Local and Regional Legislation, Standards and Policies
Both Central America and the Caribbean, as separate regions, have begun efforts to harmonize
energy policies through 1) the Central American Integration System (SICA), and 2) CARICOM.
However, instances of political and economic differences have not allowed their full implementation
in individual states. Some of the policies adopted do not comprehensively address issues related to
conservation and the diversification of energy matrices to reduce dependence on fossil fuels,
hampering investment opportunities for the region.

A common policy approach to energy issues in both Central America and the Caribbean will help
steer policies and programs that address challenges affecting both regions. This will also create a
more favorable environment for private sector and foreign investors, offering opportunities to open
markets with new energy efficient technologies, expanded renewable and alternative projects, and
much needed infrastructure.

Questions and considerations:

1) From a government perspective, what are the major challenges to the implementation of
energy policies at the local level? Are they related to funding capacity, existing monopolies?

2) Do current national policies and standards meet the requirements set by regional institutions
and other governments?

3) Is there a need for greater technical assistance for the drafting and shaping of energy and
environmental policies and standards?

4) In Central America, although the region is successfully moving towards the integration of its
electric energy market though the SIEPAC Interconnection project, what issues continue to
hinder the integration of regional energy policies?

5) Recognizing that the region will remain primarily dependent on fossil fuels for energy in the near
future, would a harmonization of fuel standards in the Caribbean be feasible for securing short
term supply?

6) Overall, how ready is the region for a hemispheric energy partnership? What concerns arise out
of this large scale policy and what short term policies would governments have to adopt to
prepare for such a policy?
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2. Improving Infrastructure
Local, regional and hemispheric energy policies require the support of extensive infrastructural
development. To lessen the dependency on imported fossil fuels, make better use of natural gas,
and promote the production of biofuels – among other energy sources – sound infrastructure for
production, transportation and distribution is required. Because of its dispersed geography, the
Caribbean islands face challenges of provision of and access to energy services. In Central America,
populations living in rural areas still have no access to electricity despite an inter regional grid.
Similarly, both the Caribbean and Central America are areas prone to natural disasters. Therefore,
guaranteeing sound infrastructure becomes critical.

Questions and Considerations:

1) To what extent can countries facilitate the development of the required infrastructure? Where
is the most support needed and what steps have regional governments taken to obtain funding,
particularly in the current economic climate?

2) Can partnerships between the countries of the Caribbean and/or Central America that support a
harmonization of standards for new energy projects help attract investments in infrastructure?

3) Are regional governments taking advantage of technical assistance in areas such as mapping and
feasibility studies as a means to attract investment in energy?

3. Promoting Private Public Partnerships
The role of government in the formation of energy policies is to address national needs and
priorities of the state. In order to encourage investment, attract innovative and diverse
technologies, and create successful projects, private sector input is needed. Public private
partnerships cultivate an environment of open markets for future investors in energy and other
sectors of the economy, and also lead the way for integrated participation in a hemispheric energy
agenda.

Questions and considerations:

1) Given the size of the economies of the region, and certain geographical difficulties, how
challenging has it been to encourage investment and competition in fossil fuel supply and
renewable energy production?

2) Have the governments of the Caribbean and Central America done enough to create an
environment that encourages foreign investment? What incentives have proven to be most
successful?

3) Given that traditional sources of energy (oil & gas) will continue to be the major suppliers in the
near future, what possibilities exist for partnerships between suppliers and governments to
promote energy efficiency campaigns and jointly sponsor alternative fuel programs?
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4. Building Capacity, Creating Awareness, and Fostering Research and Development
Public awareness campaigns and proper dissemination of new or changing energy policies are also
critical for gaining support for local and regional energy programs. This helps create a welcoming
environment for investment by fostering community involvement in the process, which reduces
potential opposition, thereby serving as an incentive to investors. They also help shape indigenous
and culturally sensitive policies and provide reliable information about areas in need of
development.

Questions and considerations:
1) What is being done to encourage sharing of knowledge/best practices amongst countries in the

region, particularly for reducing the carbon footprint and dependence on fossil fuels? Is there an
established process for information sharing among governments on latest developments and
successes in renewable and alternative energy programs?

2) What support would governments need to engage in campaigns to sensitize society on energy
supply security issues? What is the role of civil society organizations in the policymaking process
on energy security issues?

3) Are governments requiring that all new projects comply with recent environmental standards?
Has this created any setbacks to new projects?


